By Preston Drew

On November 29, 2004, Charles Strouss
looked out his window and saw two men
standing 300 feet inside his property look-
ing at work he had done with a rented bull-
dozer. He asked who they were and what
they wanted and was told they were King
County Department of Development and
Environmental Services (DDES) employees.
investigating a complaint about clearing in
a wetland. He told them to leave when one
said, “Let me tell you how it's gonna be”
referring to his demand and who was going
o tell who whit to do. Strouss said “No, lec
me tell YOU how it's gonna be, you're go-
ing to leave right now.” When the men tar-
ried, Strouss stepped onto his front porch
with a she .
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‘This was a huge defeat for us... We went
through a series of refinances, trying to hold
onto our house and land. Luckily I ended up.
working for a Large Redmond Software Firm,
‘and did quite well for @ number of years, so I
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would probably never be lfid because o some:
thing called “Zonal Averages”... What this
‘means as that the county has classfied my
neighborhood as “rural”, despice exiting b
urban densites. There is no ssue with road
safety just their “rural character”.

Over several months there was an investiga:
tion that ultimately produced serious
charges, his arrest and a court appearance.
The same day he appeared in court, a fed-
eral task force composed. of officers from.
King County Sheriffs office, Washington.
State Corrections and law enforcement from
the Social Security Administration forced
there way into his bedroom and violendly.
arrested him in front of his wife. He was
made to kneel facing away with four cops
shouted and pointed their weapons at the
back of his head while he was being hand-
cuffed.

The case brought print and broadcast me-
dia coverage with articles in The King
County Journal, Snoqualmie Valley Record
and The Valley View. John Carlson from
KVI radio did a full hour interview. Re-
cendly, the felony charges were reduced to

ing 10 the zoning when it was purchased...
Rezoning usually meant LIFTING of restric-
tions, that is, increasing densit, or allowing
businesses in an avea previously restrcted.

Because the rezone would be financially di
sastrous for ws, we immediately filed a “plat
application’’, which would allow s to divide
our property. Our application was filed before
the rezone could take effect, which “vested”
our zoning under the “G” zoning.

Tborrowed a Large sum of additional money —
ultimately somewhat over $50,000  to do
all of the required and environ-
‘mental studies. We dotted our I's and crossed.
our Ts..
‘such applications ~ in those days called BALD),
Building and Land Development  had a long
backlog, so the application took more than a
year to review. My immediate neighbors

strongly supported my efforts, and shoued up
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Strouss completes some community service.
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‘about 50 full length music CDs, and worked
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attempts to force us to keep 65% of our land
in “native growth”... That is a big joke, be-
cause none of it i in true Mlxuepw/rh. The
orginal oldgrouth forests were
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ess ~ a great job, but not the mast profitable

business o be in ~ 1 find that I am again

wunable to keep up with soaring proerty taxes
house payments.

Last year I looked into going ahead and sell
ingsome lots under the Sacre zoning, and dis-
covered that | would not b allowed to do so
because of something called “Traffic
Concurrency.. The idea s thatthe roads are

return to “native grouth’, if ever. Without

ing maintenance, the land. turns ino
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undesirable vegetation. Only the occasional
swecping forest fire thins the thickes and al.
lows a weal foest t grow

What this boils doun to is that “suburban

spraud” has been determined to b a negative

thing. This has been happening
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