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SCHOLAR ISLAND

World War 1

"It was a happy time, those last few years before the First World War. The
air was soft, and it was easy for a young man to believe in the inevitability
of progress, in the perfectibility of men, and in the sublimation of evil."

-Walter Lippmann

"What an extraordinary episode in the economic progress of man that age
which came to an end in August 1914!"

-John Maynard Keynes

"The conflict forced the further development of the income-tax principle.
Aiming, as it did, at the one great untaxed source of revenue, the income-
tax law had been enacted in the nick of time to meet the demands of war.
And the conflict also assisted the putting into effect of the Federal Reserve
system, likewise in the nick of time."

-Cordell Hull 1916 (remarks in his memoir)

"it is difficult for the generations born after 1914 to appreciate to what
extent this war shattered the foundations of Western civilization. This war
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broke out against the will of everybody, yet with the connivance of most
participants or, rather, of special interest groups in each country which
exercised sufficient pressure to make the war possible. By and large,
Europeans, after almost one hundred years without major and catastrophic
wars, and almost fifty years after the German-French war, were prone to
think that "it can't happen." The powerful Socialist International seemed to
be resolved to prevent war. The antiwar and pacifist movement was a
potent force. But even the governments, whether that of the Czar, of the
Kaiser, or of France and England, seemed to be resolved to avoid war. yet
it did happen. Reason and decency seemed suddenly to have left Europe.
The same socialist leaders who only months before had pledged
themselves to international solidarity now hurled at each other the vilest
nationalistic epithets. The nations that had known and admired each other,
suddenly broke out in a mad paroxysm of hate. The British became
cowardly mercenaries to the Germans; the Germans became vile Huns to
their enemies; the music of Bach and Mozart became tainted; French
words n the German language were ostracized. Not only that, but the moral
rule against the killing of civilians was broken. Both sides bombed
helpless cities and killed women and children; it was mainly the lack of
development in aviation that restricted the scope and intensity of these
raids. But the fate of the soldiers were equally in contrast to all demands of
humanity. Millions on both sides were forced to attack the enemy trenches
and were killed in the process, although it should have been clear that such
tactics had come futile. But perhaps worst of all the slaughter was based on
a lie. The Germans were persuaded that they were fighting for freedom,
and so were their Western enemies. When the chips were down, especially
when, after 1916, a possibility for peace arose, both sides refused to settle
because both insisted on gaining the territories for which the war was
really being fought-regardless of the cost. At one point millions of men
recognized the great deception. They rebelled against those who forced
them to continue the slaughter, In Russia and Germany successfully, in
France sporadically, by means of mutinies which were severely punished
by the generals.

What had happened? The belief in continuing progress and peace had
been shattered, moral principles which had seemed secure were violated.
The unthinkable had happened. ...."

Erich Fromm
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Beyond the Chains of Illusion

"Every war is ironic, because every war is worse than expected. Every war
constitutes an irony of situation, because its means are so
melodramatically disproportionate to its ends. Eight million people were
destroyed because two persons, the archduke Francis Ferdinand and his
consort, had been shot."

-Paul Fussell

PAUL FUSSELL, CRITIC AND LITERARY SCHOLAR, IS DEAD AT
88 The New York Times may 24,2012

"....The essential fact of the history of 1919 which does not figure in
official chronicles, consists in the singlemindedness of the ruling classes of
every country to arrest the march of humanity towards socialism. In this
way a new problem was added to all the national and international
problems of the world: the problem of class. Within a few years that
problem dominated all others. It upset all the traditional national policies
of the preceding century."

-Pierre Van Paassen

Days of Our Years

"It killed twenty million people, ignited the Russian Revolution, and paved
the way for Hitler. it remade our world for the worse."
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