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remains discovered






STORY HIGHLIGHTS
Snake weighed 1,140 kgs (2,500 pounds), measured 13 meters (42.7 feet)
Scientists believe it lived between 58 and 60 million years ago
Size offers clues about world's temperature at this time
Discovered by scientists in tropical northern region of Colombia
Next Article in Technology »

(CNN) -- Scientists in Colombia have unearthed the remains of a true prehistoric monster believed to be the
biggest snake ever to have lived on Earth.
Named Titanoboa cerrejonensis, the snake would
have weighed 1,140 kilograms (2,500 pounds) and
measured 13 meters (42.7 feet) nose to tail tip -dwarfing the largest modern pythons and
anacondas which can grow to 6 meters (19.5 feet).
Scientists believe it slithered around the planet
between 58 and 60 million years ago.
Geologist David Polly, who identified the position of
the fossil vertebrae which made a size estimate
possible, said in a statement Wednesday: "At its
greatest width, the snake would have come up to
about your hips. The size is pretty amazing.
An artist's impression of what Titanoboa cerrejonensis would
have looked like.

"But our team went a step further and asked, how
warm would the Earth have to be to support a body
of this size?"

Titanoboa's fossilized remains were discovered at a
coal mine in the tropical Cerrejon region of northern Colombia by an international team of scientists.
"Truly enormous snakes really spark people's imagination, but reality has exceeded the fantasies of
Hollywood," paleontologist Jonathan Bloch, who co-led the expedition, told reporters.
"The snake that tried to eat Jennifer Lopez in the movie 'Anaconda' was not as big as the one we found."
Based on the snake's size, the team was able to calculate that the mean annual temperature in equatorial
South America 60 million years ago would have been about 91 degrees Fahrenheit, about 10 degrees warmer
than today, Bloch said.
"Tropical ecosystems of South America were surprisingly different 60 million years ago," said Bloch. "It was a
rainforest, like today, but it was even hotter and the cold-blooded reptiles were all substantially larger.
"The result was, among other things, the largest snakes the world has ever seen...and hopefully ever will."
According to Nature.com, snakes are poikilotherms (cold-blooded) that, unlike humans, need heat from their
environment to power their metabolism. Therefore research suggests that at the time the region would have
had to be no less than 86 to 93 degrees Fahrenheit for the snake to have survived.
Most large snakes today live in the tropical regions of South America and south-east Asia, where the high
temperatures allow them to grow to impressive sizes.
Meanwhile, Carlos Jaramillo -- who was also part of the expedition -- said the tropical rainforest at Cerrejon
appeared to have thrived at these temperatures.
"This data challenges the view that tropical vegetation lives near its climatic optimum, and it has profound
implications in understanding the effect of current global warming on tropical plants," he said.
E-mail to a friend

|

Mixx it | Share

Most Viewed

Most Emailed

Top Searches

1

I don't want 3D TV

2

Teen drove into ditch, vanished

3

Belgian medics left without U.N. prodding

All About Colombia • Global Climate Change

http://www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/science/02/05/giant.snake.colombia/index.html

1/18/2010

Prehistoric 'monster snake' remains discovered - CNN.com

Ads by Google
Are you "PM" Certified?
Villanova Project Management Certification 8 weeks - Enroll Now.
www.VillanovaU.com
Buy Costa Rica Land
Hundreds of Lots Sold By Developer. 1.25 Acre Home Sites. Only 20K
Down
www.CostaLandSales.com
Giant Killer Snakes
Watch Full Episodes of MonsterQuest at History® & See For Yourself!
History.com

Page 2 of 2

4

Brown looks to pull off huge upset

5

Looting in Haiti as desperation grows

6

Globes' 10 best dressed celebrities

7

Stars walk the red carpet at Golden...

8

Apple announcement to come January 27

9

'Avatar' takes two Golden Globes

10

Dems consider options for health care reform

more most popular »

Today's Featured Product:
WowWee Cinemin
Swivel pico projector

From the Blogs: Controversy, commentary, and debate
Recent Product Reviews:

No blog comments about this page

LG Expo (AT&T)

• Check Prices
• Read Review
8.3 out of 10

Nikon CoolPix S1000pj

• Check Prices
• Read Review
7.6 out of 10

Westone 2 True-Fit
Earphone

• Check Prices
• Read Review
8.3 out of 10

powered by Sphere

Top News
Beyond survival,
health crisis looms

• Check Prices
• Read Review
6.0 out of 10

Red Cross text
donations pass
$21M
more products reviews

CNET.com Ratings »

Home | World | U.S. | Politics | Crime | Entertainment | Health | Tech | Travel | Living | Money | Sports | Time.com
Work With Us | Tools & Widgets | Podcasts | Blogs | CNN Mobile | My Profile | E-mail Alerts | CNN Radio | CNN Shop | Site Map

© 2009 Cable News Network. Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Terms of service | Privacy guidelines | Advertise with us | About us | Contact us | Help

CNN en Espaňol | Arabic | Japanese | Korean | Turkish
International Edition | CNN TV | CNN International | HLN | Transcripts

http://www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/science/02/05/giant.snake.colombia/index.html

1/18/2010

