Friday, September 18, 2015
12:11 PM

C.A.L.L. America

Coordinating America’s Local Leaders

Government Betrays Landowners with
Conservation Easements

October 24, 2008

By Fred Kelly Grant

At this very hour, Colorado landowners are fighting to prevent the United States federal
government from taking their land. Ignored by the mass media, hundreds of farmers and ranchers in
southeastern Colorado are facing loss of their property at the hands of the IRS. They are victims of
“conservation easements” promoted by federal and state governments, land trust companies, and
conservation groups.

As landowners dedicated to preserving the open, agricultural use of their land, lured into the
“easements” by both the U.S. and Colorado governments, they have been betrayed by those they
trusted.

A “conservation easement” is an easement in name only. Itis an agreement by a landowner to
give up the right to develop his or her land for residential, commercial or industrial use. He/she agrees
to keep the land in agricultural use FOREVER, and in return is rewarded either with cash payment for
the development value, or income tax relief to the amount of the appraised value of the development
rights.

The federal government and the state of Colorado offered inducements for execution of the
“easements” by which the landowners donated their land to various land trusts to be held for
agricultural use IN PERPETUITY. They accepted the following offers of income tax relief, conditioned
upon execution of the easements: federal income tax deductions, and tax credits from Colorado income
tax, or the right to sell such tax credits to third parties or the State itself.
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