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Subject:  Sustainable Farming and other Impossible Green Dreams

"Carbon Sense" — common sense on carbon, energy and climate  www.carbon-sense.com

Sustainable Farming

- the Impossible Dream
Viv Forbes

“Carbon Sense”. 20 September 2012.
Keywords: Sustainable farming.

A print-ready copy of this issue of "Carbon Sense” can be downloaded from:
http:/carbon-sense.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/retreat-to-past.pdf

Please spread this email around.

“To be truly 'sustainable’, a farm must recycle everything - otherwise it is
depleting its soil minerals. Therefore it cannot sell any of its produce. This
means it cannot buy items from the outside world, such as machinery, to make
Labour Lless arduous, and to produce more food. It is thus an impossible dream.”

Bob Long

The man-made global warming crisis has gone cold, the "man-made extreme weather"
scares are wearing thin, and people are waking up to the "tax war on carbon", so a new
theme is needed for handing control of our lives, businesses and property to the world
bureaucracy. The theme for the next green alarm is "sustainability" and a favourite
target is "sustainable farming".

We need to recognise some realities. Modern cities are not sustainable without farms,
and modern farms are not sustainable without modern machinery, mineral fertilisers and
affordable energy.
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Are Cities Sustainable?

City people should thank the lord for the machinery, fertiliser and cheap energy that produce the
surplus food and all the trucks, road trains, refrigerated vans and milk tankers that bring it to their
supermarkets every day. The last thing they should advocate is "sustainable farming".

Meat for the Cities
Road Trains loading cattle from Helen Springs Station Northern Territory, Australia.

Unlike most armchair experts on sustainable farming, my early life was spent on an almost-
sustainable farm. The memorable lessons we learned are described below.

Cows were milked by hand, ploughing and planting was done with a team of draft horses. Here is
how green power works (except we should have used a wooden plough):

Ploughing usingay-burners

Photo Credit: (c) Kapai / www.fotosearch.com

Lucerne was cut using a horse-drawn mower and rake. Haymaking on our “almost sustainable”
farm was a family affair when everyone got a job with a pitchfork — mine had a special short
handle. | still have it. Here is how it was done.
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Photo credit: http:/thekinnic ct.blogspot.com.au/2012/07/75-years-ago-eileens-diary-july-9-1937.html

For a full description of how a sustainable farm really works you can quickly download the full
article in print-ready pdf at:

http://carbon-sense.com/w| ntent/uploads/2012/09/sustainable-farming.pdf

Retreat to the Past

The deaths of Steve Jobs and Neil Armstrong could signal the end of a remarkable era of
scientific and engineering achievement that started about 200 years ago when James Watt and
Robert Stephenson managed to harness coal-fired steam power to drive engines and
locomotives. This was followed by magic like electricity, diesel engines, nuclear power, the Model
T, jet aircraft and the Apple 2.

During that era of innovation, we progressed from horse and buggy to supersonic flight; from
semaphore to smart phone; from wood stoves to nuclear power; from the abacus to the PC; from
flickering candles to brilliant light at the flick of a switch; and from wind-jammers sailing to the New
World to rocket-ships landing on the Moon.

FORWARD,
OPENING UP NEW DOORS™

ano DoING NEW THINGS
BECAUSE WE RE CURIOUS...

=CURIOSITY

KEEPS LEADING

That era of curiosity and innovation brought prosperity, longevity and a richer life to millions of
people while creating the surpluses of food, energy and savings for investment that allowed them
to take better care of their environment. It also gave the free world the ability and tools to defend
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