Q: What should I do if I see a crime?
Avatar Sathya Sai Baba: "Today many are
indulging in actions opposed to Dharma and
Truth and, on the basis of their caste or
community, are promoting strife and conflict
in the country. Elders in the nation are
remaining mere spectators of all the
unrighteous and violent actions that are being
done by the evil elements. Even the scholars
and intellectuals are remaining silent. Persons
holding high office are merely watching what
goes on. No one, however, is making any
effort to stop this menace. They are not
resisting the evil elements. It appears as if all
their knowledge, position and influence have
been reduced to nothing. Such persons,
though they may not be indulging in
unrighteous acts, are giving encouragement to them.
When evil and injustice and violence are being perpetrated, if individuals look on
unconcerned, they must be regarded as accomplices in the crimes. In the end they also
suffer as much as the criminals. By their passive association, they provide encouragement
to the evil doers.
When the good are associated with the wicked and do not oppose them, they share
responsibility for the deeds of the evil doers. The Divine destroys even those who either do
not oppose or remain passive while injustice and wrongdoing is perpetrated. The Divine
will not consider whether they are learned or ignorant, wise or unwise. If they are learned
or wise, why did they not stand up for truth and justice? Why did they remain silent? It
means they are tainted by the same guilt. The failure to resist evil is their offence. It is only
when we resist acts of unrighteousness and injustice and try to put down malpractices in
society that we can claim to be assisting in the task of restoring Dharma. ...
Whoever may commit an offence, whether a son, a relation or a close associate, one will be
free from the taint of being accessory to the crime only if he opposes the wrong action and
tries to correct the offender. If, on the contrary, he allows it or encourages it to be done, he
will be guilty of abatement."

